Passing Topics.
SMALL SPECIAL HOSPITALS.
We are assured by some that the current year is to be one of disaster for small special hospitals. It does not appear clearly whence the Nemesis which is to overtake them will spring, but nevertheless the notion is prevalent that these minor luminaries which so thickly stud the charitable firmament are to be tested, found wanting, and extinguished. After waiting so long, we may be excused for being sceptical of the retribution said to be at hand, but if the horoscope of the small special hospitals be indeed drawn and fate impends, few of us will fail to contemplate their disappearance with equanimity, seeing that the very first step towards rendering our hospital system sound and vigorous is to free it from those parasitic growths with which it has been long encumbered. 
